
 

THE GIFT OF ‘GIVING FISH’ RESONATED THROUGH  

THE PALM BEACH COUNTY CONVENTION CENTER 

“A Woman’s Journey” unites renowned John Hopkins physicians and faculty to learn the latest 

medical breakthroughs 

 

WEST PALM BEACH, Fla. (January 25, 2010) – Silence, laughter and cheers flooded the 

ballroom as donors, recipients, and woman on organ waiting lists watched and listened to 

keynote speaker Pamela Paulk describe the journey that led her to save the lives of strangers. 

Paulk, whom is the Vice President at John Hopkins, was a part of the historic eight way domino 

kidney transplant which included 10 women and 6 men.  

Her story began when she witnessed a kidney transplant – life from one given to another. She 

made a pledge right then and there that she would do the same for someone else and she did just 

that for Robert, her friend and co-worker, whom told her that he needed a kidney. Without any 

doubt she saw her calling right in front of her. Due to incompatible blood or tissue type, the 

process took a slight turn but resulted in the largest domino kidney swap ever accomplished.  

Paulk’s charisma and comical style outpoured onto every listening ear. She shared a moment 

with her surgeon. The night before the surgery she was reassured from Dr. Montgomery that 

everything will be fine in an email which stated, “……. I will protect your gift.” What compels 

one to give such a grand gift? – The Gift of Life. 

She ended her all inspiring story by reflecting upon her father’s life; always generous and full 

of joy. When she was younger he would go fishing and stopped by a woman’s house and gave 

her fish. The woman never asked for the fish. Her dad explained that he just knew she needed it. 

Paulk’s message was simply this: “…bringing more attention and awareness to the need for 

kidney donors…and to show that ordinary people can be donors.”  



To read more about Pamela Paulk journey please visit PamelaDonates.blogspot.com. For more 

information about “A Woman’s Journey” visit hopkinsmedicine.org/awomansjourney. 

 

About Palm Beach County Convention Center: 

Palm Beach County Convention Center, the Best of Everything for Every Event!  

Since its opening on January 1, 2004, this 350,000 square-foot center has established itself as the premier ‘boutique’ 

meeting destination in South Florida; hosting a diverse array of conventions, trade shows/consumer shows, 

conferences, social events, and meetings. It features a 100,000 square-foot exhibit hall, a 22,000 square-foot 

ballroom and 21,000 square feet of flexible breakout space divisible into 19 rooms. The PBCCC resides in the heart 

of Downtown West Palm Beach within proximity to nearby attractions include CityPlace, a $600-million shopping, 

dining and entertainment complex; the nationally acclaimed Raymond F. Kravis Center for the Performing Arts; 

Palm Beach’s famous Worth Avenue; and South Florida’s beautiful beaches. 

For more information about the Palm Beach County Convention Center, contact Tiffany Faublas at (561) 

366-3017 or tfaublas@pbconventioncenter.com, or visit www.pbconventioncenter.com. For more information about 

Global Spectrum, visit www.global-spectrum.com. 
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